[Thoracoscopy: diagnostic and therapeutic use].
From 1986 to 1989, we performed 74 thoracoscopies in 70 patients (37 persisting or relapsing pneumothoraces, 30 chronic pleural effusions, 3 primary pleural tumors, 2 chylothoraces, 1 empyema, 1 persisting bronchopleural fistula). 29 supplementary diagnoses were established by thoracoscopy: 11 carcinomas, 4 cases of pleural tuberculosis, 12 of nonspecific pleurisy, 1 pleural fibroma, and 1 hamartoma. Pleurodesis was done with talc under thoracoscopy with success in 32/34 cases of pneumothorax (94%) and in 19/20 patient with chronic pleural effusion (95%). Talc was also successful in 2 instances of chylothorax and the bronchopleural fistula. The empyema was successfully treated by drainage under thoracoscopy and local instillation of streptokinase. Altogether, we recorded 3 deaths in the 30 days following thoracoscopy in 3 plurimetastatic patients. No other major complication was observed. The procedure is a well tolerated tool for diagnosis and treatment of pleural diseases. The indication should however be established with care in debilitated plurimetastatic patients.